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A PERIOD of nearly eight years having elapsed since 
the formation of this Association, it has been deemed 
advisable by the Committee at the present time, to issue 
a brief narrative of the origin, design and proceedings of 
the Society, as well for the information of its Members, as 
for more general circulation in this and other countries 
where its influence is likely to be useful in promoting 
the discontinuance of the sinful and irrational practice of 
Duelling. 

To every reflecting mind it may well be matter of 
surprise, that notwithstanding the manifest opposition of 
Duelling as well to the express conmiand of Almighty 
God and the whole spirit of Christianity, as to all laws 
civil and military, and to every principle of common 
sense, it has been allowed so long to survive the dark age 
that gave it birth ; and that no well-sustained effort shoidd 
have been made, in spite of the many tragical occur- 
rences arising out of it, to effect its entire suppression. 

The French nation during the reign of Louis XlVth 
did indeed honorably distinguish itself by the adoption, 
among many of the principal nobility, of a declaration 
against Duelling, which subsequently received countenance 
from a royal edict in 1689,* and was followed by con- 

* The following is a traDslation of the resolutions adopted by 
the French marshals and nobility : — " The undersigned, by the 
present writing, make- a public declaration and protestation of 
reiiising all kinds of challenges, and of not fighting a duel on 
any occasion whatever ; and of rendering all kind of testimony 
of the detestation they have of duels, as a thing wholly contrary 
to reason, to the welfare and the laws of the StatP, aikl incon- 
sistent with salvation and the Christian religion ; though, without 
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siderable success for a time in discontinuing the practice. 
In this country, however, homicide after homicide oc- 
curred ; and yet the law, though theoretically visiting the 
offence with capital punishment, has, from misdirected 
public feeling, been rendered impotent to suppress it. 
Partial efforts, from time to time, directed against the 
practice, or rather perhaps against a supposed abuse 
of the practice, have been attended with the like result : 
and although the secondary checks of improved education 
and refined manners have had their influence in render- 
ing duels less frequent, they failed to touch the root 
of the matter, by disabusing the public mind of the 
false impression that Duelling was a necessary evil. The 
system of Duelling was still upheld in full force, and 
no small degree of moral courage was needed on the 
part of an individual openly to declare his dissent from 
its authority. Under such circumstances the sin was 
one of the commimity, and every individual was prima 
facie implicated in it ; his opinion, if suppressed, was 
supposed to fall in with that of the social body ; and by 
it, those who submitted to the rules of society, uncon- 
trolled by any higher power, were governed, and in 
cases of emergency became bound to give or accept a 
challenge. 

In this state of things those individuals who upon 
Christian principles abhorred the practice, and would 
under no circumstances whatever have been parties to 
a duel, found themselves in the false position of living 
under a shelter from insult, which in heart they re- 
pudiated; while they failed in the Christian duty of 
giving countenance to others and especially to men 
younger than themselves, who might be conscientiously 
averse to fight a duel, and yet want moral courage to 
incur the odium of refusal, i Under these considerations 
several private meetings were held in the year 1841, 



renouncing the right of repelling, by all lawful means, any in- 
juries that shall be offered to them, according as their profession 
and birth shall oblige them to it — being always ready on their 
parts to give, with sincerity, a right understanding to those who 
shall conceive themselves to have some cause of resentment 
against them, and resolving not to give occasion to any man." 
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which were attended by many noblemen, officers, and 
civilians, with a view of devising means, in dependance 
on the blessing of God, for producing a change in 
public opinion on the subject of Duelling, for which the 
time had been rendered favourable, by several tragical 
duels of recent occurrence. 

At these prehminary meetings difficulties in the way 
of proceeding were strongly felt ; and nothing but a con- 
sciousness of the rectitude of their object, with a de- 
pendance on the Divine guidance and blessing, availed 
to stimulate the advocates of the undertaking to a for- 
ward movement. As a first step, however, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted on the motion of 
Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Bart., M.P., at a private 
meeting held on the 13th May, 1841 : — 

** We, the undersigned, hereby form ourselves into an Associa- 
tion for the purpose of considering the best means of prevent- 
ing, under the blessing of Almighty God, the crime of 
Duelling. 

" And we request Captain Henry Hope and Mr. William 
Dugmore to summon us together whenever it may appear 
to them desirable for the above object" 

A memorandum to the above effect was signed at the 
Meeting, and within a short time afterwards, by a 
large number of noblemen, officers and civilians of lugh 
rai^ and character : and ultimately a General Meeting, 
convened by public advertisement, was held at the 
British Hotel, Cockspur Street, London, on the 12th 
February, 1842, Rear- Admiral Hawker in the Chair; 
when an Association was formed under the name of 
" The Association for the Discouragement of Duelling," 
and rules to the following effect were adopted, expressive 
of its character and design : — 

'* I. That the Members of this Association, under the fullest 
conviction that the practice of Duelling is both sinful and 
irrational, and alike contrary to the laws of God and man, 
desire, in dependence on the Divine blesding, to discountenance 
by their influence and example, and by such other means as 
may appear advisable, the continuance of a practice so dis- 
honourable to God, so fraught with evil to mankind, and so 
wholly incompatible with the enlightened and responsible state 
of a nation professing Christianity. 
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" II. That in order to promote the objects of the AssociatioD, a 
Committee be formed, with power to add to their number. 

" That the following be the Instractions to the Committee, 

viz. : — 

" I. That with a view to inflaence public opinion they shall en- 
deavour to obtain pointed and approved essays on the subject 
of Duelling, for circulation, and to prepare articles in a brief 
.form for occasional insertion in the various periodicals, par- 
ticularly in those connected with the Naval and Aiilitary 
professions. 

" 2. That a well-digested and brief Circular, setting forth the 
objects of the Association be prepared for distribution at the 
discretion of the Committee. 

" 3. That as it is the intention of this Association to proceed in 
a quiet and unostentatious way towards the accomplishment 
of Its object, the Committee are not to take any steps of a 
more public character, without the unanimous concurrence of 
the Members of the Committee present at the Meeting at 
which such proposition shall have been made, or without the 
previous sanction of a General Meeting of Members. With 
this qualification they are left to the exercise of their best 
discretion ; and they are to consider themselves entrusted with 
the admission of Members, and to be at liberty to convene a 
Meeting of the Assodation whenever it is deemed necessary, 
or at the written request of any ten of the Members. 

At another General Meeting of the Association, held in 
London, on the 4th August, 1843, Lord Viscount Lifford 
in the Chair, it was resolved that a Memorial (a copy of 
which will be found in the Appendix to this Report) 
should be presented to her Majesty, pointing out and 
deploring the numerous evils arising from Duelling, and 
pra3ring that her Majesty would be pleased to take the 
subject into her gracious consideration, with a view to 
the adoption of means to secure its suppression; a 
Memorial from the Association, then consisting of 360 
members, was accordingly laid before her Majesty 
through Sir James Graham, her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, and was 
shortly followed by the most gratifying indications of 
the views with which the object of the Association was 
regarded by the Queen and her Majesty's responsible 
advisers, both civil and military. 

Early in the ensuing Session of Parliament the subject 
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of Duelling having been brought forward in the House 
of Commons, with a view to the adoption of some legis- 
lative measure for its abolition, Sir Robert Peel (the then 
Prime Minister), after avowing his own disapproval of 
the custom, is reported to have expressed himself in 
the following terms : — 

**1 rely much less upon legislation than I do upon public opinion 
—than I do, for example, upon the influence of three hundred 
and sixty gentlemen, including admirals, general officers, and 
other eminent persons, possessing the highest sense of honour, 
who have denounced the principles and practice of Duelling, 
who declared that challenges ought neither to be given nor 
accepted." 

On another occasion shortly afterwards, General Sir 
H. Hardinge, her Majesty's then Secretary at War (now 
Lord Hardinge), announced to the House of Commons, 
that her Majesty had expressed herself 

** Most desirous of devising some expedient by which the bar- 
barous eustom of Duelling should be as much as possible 
discouraged ; that to aid in accomplishing so desirable an 
object, her Majesty had authorized an amendment in the 
Articles of "War, which would probably bring about a more 
rational mode of settling disputes between honourable men ; 
and, further, that these amendments had received the sanction 
of his Grace the Duke of Wellington, who had given the 
subject his most serious and earnest consideration." 

By the amended articles of war thus sanctioned and 
issued^ it was declared, in the name of her Majesty, 

We hereby declare our approbation of the conduct of all those 
who, having had the misfortune of giving offence to, or of in- 
juring or insulting others, shall frankly explain, apologise, or 
offer redress for the same, or who, having had the misfortune 
of receiving offence, injury, or insult from another, shall cor- 
dially accept frank explanation, apology, or redress for the 
same, or who, if such explanation, apology, or redress be re- 
fused to be made or accepted, and the friends of the parties 
shall have failed to adjust the difference, shall submit the 
matter to be dealt with by the commanding officer of the re- 
giment, or detachment, fort, or garrison ; and we accordingly 
acquit of disgrace or opinion of disadvantage all officers who, 
being willing to make or accept such redress, refuse to accept 
challenges, as they will only have acted as is suitable to the 
character of honourable men, and have done their duty as good 
soldiers, who subject themselves to discipline. 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



10 

Every officer who shall give, send, convey, or promote a challenge, 
or who shall accept any challenge to fight a duel with another 
officer, or who shall assist as second at a duel, or who, being 
privy to an intention to fight a duel, shall not take active mea- 
sures to prevent such duel, or who shall upbraid another for 
refusing or for not giving a challenge, or who shall rdect or 
advise the rejection of a reasonable proposition made for the 
honourable adjustment of a difference, shall be liable, if con- 
victed before a general court-martial, to be cashiered, or suffer 
such punishment as the court may award. 

** In the event of an officer being brought to a court-martial for 
having assisted as a second in a duel, if it shall appear that 
such officer had strenuously exerted himself to effect an ad- 
justment of the difference on terms consistent with the honour 
of both the parties, and shall have failed through the unwil- 
lingness of the adverse parties to accept terms of honourable 
accommodation, then our will and pleasure is that such officer 
shall suffer such punishment, other than cashiering, as the 
court may award." 

The following explanatory letters of the Secretary at 
War and the Judge Advocate-General, were issued at 
the same time, by way of instruction to the different 
commanders-in-chief: — 

" I have to draw your attention to thQ amended Articles relating 
to duelling in the army. 

** These alterations have been inserted h^ her Majesty's authority, 
for the purpose of more effectually discouraging and prohibit- 
ing a practice which is a violation of her Majesty's orders, and 
a flagrant breach of the laws of the land. 

** These Articles declare that it is suitable to the character of 
honourable men to apologise and offer redress for wrong or 
insult committed, and equdly so for the party aggrieved to 
accept, frankly and cordially, explanations and apologies for 
the same. 

'* If such redress be refused to be given or to be accepted, and 
the friends of the parties have failed to reconcile the difference, 
a reference should, in conformity with the signification of her 
Majesty's pleasure, in the 106th Article, be made to the com- 
manding officer on the spot, who will use his best advice and 
influence to reconcile the parties ; and the differences having 
been honourably settled by the good offices and responsibility 
of the commanding officer, ought never to be revived by 
either party, or by any other officer or body of officers. If, 
however, the commanding officer fail to reconcile the parties, 
it will become his duty to take such measures as he may deem 
necessary in order to prevent a duel, or to maintain good order 
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in her Majesty's service s and the person refusing to be recon- 
ciled will be liable to be brought to a court-martiali and if 
convicted, cashiered, or suffer such other punishment as the 
court may award. 

*' All parties implicated in duelling are liable, jon conviction 
before a general court-martial, to be cashiered. 

" Her Majesty's pleasure is expressed in the 107tli Article, that 
officers, being the friends or seconds of the parties, shall exert 
their influence to adjust a difference on terms consistent with 
the honour of each of the parties. The failure in settling a 
difference being generally attributable to excessive demands 
for reparation made by one of the parties, the conduct of the 
seconds, by the 107 th Article, is made liable to be investigated 
as well as that of the principals, in all cases in which a dispute 
shall be referred for the consideratiou of a general court- 
martiaL 

'* Personal differences between gentlemen living together as bro- 
ther officers can seldom fkil to be honourably and promptly 
adjusted, in the first instance, by explanations between their 
mutual friends. The propriety of an earlj^ explanation and 
acknowledgment of error was so forcibly pointed out by Field 
Marshal the Dake of Wellington, in confirming the sentence of 
a general court-martial in 1810, that I insert the following 
extract of his Grace's sentiments on this point. So long ago 
as the year 1810, his Grace, in confirming the sentence of a 
court-martial, thus expressed his sentiments in reference to 

' the practice of duelling : — 

" * The officers of the armj- should recollect that it is not only no 
degradation, but that it is meritorious in him who is in the 
wrong, to acknowledge and atone for his error, and that mo- 
mentary humiliation which every man may feel in making such 
an acknowledgment, is more than atoned for by the subsequent 
satisfaction which it affords him, and by avoiding a trial and 
conviction of conduct unbecoming an officer.* 

" 'In reference to the 81 st Article of War, and to the framing of 
charges in certain cases arising out of differences or out of 
reproachful speeches and gestures, I have to direct your atten- 
tion to a letter which the Judge Advocate- General of her 
Majesty's forces has addressed to me : — 

•* • Judge Advocate- Generate Office, 
March 30, 1844. 

« ( gir, — The recent discussions on duelling in the army, and the 
alterations in the Articles of War, have directed my attention 
to the language of charges under which officers alleged to have 
submitted to indignity and insult, or to the imputation of dis- 
honourable or unworthy conduct, have been in repeated in- 
stances brought to trial. 
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" * An erroneous notion has, to a limited extent, obtained, that 
an officer can be brought to trial and punished for not challeng- 
ing another, or for refusing to accept a challenge, or to fight a 
duel ; and in charges upon which officers have been cashiered 
or otherwise punished, expressions may possibly be found, 
which, if detached from the context ana considered without 
reference to the undoubted law of England, and to the clear 
and unambiguous language of the Articles of War, might afford 
some colour to this error. 

** * But it must be remembered that by the common law of England, 
duelling, unattended by any injury to either party, is an ag- 
gravated offence against the public peace, punishable by fine 
and imprisonment. Thus Mr. Justice Blackstone says : — 
" The punishment of common affirays is by fine and imprison- 
ment Where two persons coolly and deliberately engage in a 
duel, this being attended with an app^ent intention and danger 
of murder, and being a high contempt of the justice of the 
nation, is a strong aggravation of the affray, though no mischief 
has actually ensued." Under a recent statute such persons 
may become liable to transportation ; if death ensues, the par- 
ties implicated may be tried for murder. 

" * The military code has been, and will continue consistent with 
this. The 107th Article of War, 1844, renders all parties, 
principals as well as seconds, implicated in duelling, liable to 
be cashiered. 

'' * The 103rd and 104th Articles prescribe to a commanding 
officer the duty of preserving order in his regiment, and of 
placing under arrest all who use reproachful speeches and 
gestures — a duty enjoined with a view of preventing duels and 
of bringing to trial by court-martial parties who offer insults, 
and who will not afford redress by apology and acknowledg- 
ment of their error. Moreover, officers in command of guards 
are, under the 60th Article, punishable for allowing persons to 
go forth to fight a duel. 

*' * By the 104th Article, officers of inferior rank may place undex 
arrest those who are engaged in quarrels, frays, or disorders ; 
and by Articles 35 and 104, any officer, though of superior 
rank, who refuses to obey, is liable to be cashiered : while in 
the 105tli Article, her Majesty points out to the army that 
those who, being willing to make or accept frank explanations, 
apologies, or redress, refuse challenges, act as is suitable to the 
character of honourable men, do their duty as good soldiers, 
and are not only acquitted of all disgrace, but of all opinion of 
disadvantage. 

** * It is manifest, then, that an officer cannot be subjected to trial 
and punishment for leaving undone that which the law thus 
expressly forbids, or for doing that which is thus distinctly 
declared, not merely to be no offence, but to be suitable to the 
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character of a man of honour, to be conformable to military 
duty, and to be conduct above all blame of reproach. 

" * Still an officer who allows the stigma of dishonourable conduct 
to rest upon him, or passes over without notice an insult offered 
to him, is liable to be brought to trial before a court-martial, 
not because he declines to fight a duel, but because, having 
failed to obtain speedy atonement through the intervention of 
mutual friends or by other lawful means, he neglects to report 
the matter to his commanding officer, and thereby to invite a 
searching investigation into his character and conduct By 
s ch neglect he seems either to acquiesce in the justice of the 
imputation cast u|)on him, and to admit that there is something 
in his conduct which he fears to lay before honourable men, or 
to show that, regardless of his own reputation and honour, he 
knows not what is becoming the character of an officer and a 
gentleman ; and that, indifferent to the peace and order of the 
regiment, he is unmindful of the rules of military discipline. 
fiis conduct then becomes the proper subject of inquiry and 
adjudication before a court-martial. 

** ' In all such cases, however, it is most desirable to exclude the 
possibility of misconstruction. And as the new Articles point 
out with clearness the course which is consistent with honour- 
able men, it will be the duty of those who may have to frame 
charges, as well as of those to whose revision and correction 
or approval charges may be submitted, to take care that the 
offiance be described in language which shall distinctly state 
those particulars in which the letter or spirit of her Majesty's 
Articles of War has been neglected or violated. 

"*Ihave, &c., 
" * (Signed; " * J. Nicholl.' 

'* This letter of instructions is so well calculated to set at rest 
an^ erroneous impressions which may have existed on this 
point, and places the question of framing charges in reference 
to the 3 1st Article of War on a footing so clear and intelligible, 
that it is only necessary for me to express my entire concur- 
rence in the principles so ably laid down by the Judge Advo- 
cate-General. 

"I have the honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble servant, 

"(Signed) '* H. Habuinge." 

The following official orders relative to Duelling, were 
shortly afterwards issued by the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty to her Majesty's fleet : — 

** 1st. Every officer serving on board any ship or vessel of her 
Majesty's fleet is hereby positively ordered neither to send nor 
accept a challenge to fight a duel with any other person of the 
fleet. 
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" 2nd. Every officer of the fleet, on becoming privy to any in- 
tention of other officers to fight a duel, or naving reason to 
believe that such is likely to occur, owing to circumstances that 
have come under his observation or knowledge, is hereby or- 
dered to take every measure within his power to prevent such 
duel, having recourse, if necessary, to the captain or com- 
manding officer. 

** 3rd. Every officer of the fleet is hereby ordered in no manner 
or degree to evince dissatisfaction with, or to upbraid another 
officer for refusing or not sending a challenge ; and all offi- 
cers are strictly enjoined neither to reject nor advise the rejec- 
tion of a reasonable proposition for the honourable adjustment 
of differences that may have unhappily occurred. 

'* 4th. Any officer of the fleet, who may be called on to act as 
second or friend to an officer intending to fight a duel, is to 
consider it to be his imperative duty, and he is hereby ordered, 
strenuously to exert himself to effect an adjustment between 
the adverse parties on terms consistent with the honour of 
each ; and should he fail, owing to the determination of the 
offended parties not to accept honourable terms of accommo- 
dation, he must refer to the second paragraph of this order. 

"5th. As obedienoe to orders is the essential and governing 
principle of the naval service, those officers may rest assured 
of the support and approbation of the Admiralty, who, having 
had the misfortune of giving offence to, or having injured or 
insulted others, shall frankly explain, apologise, or offer re- 
dress for the same ; or who, having had the misfortune of 
receiving offence, injury, or insult from another, shall cor- 
dially accept a flrank explanation, apology, or redress for the 
same ; or who, if such explanation, apology, or redress be 
refused to be made or accepted, shall submit the matter to be 
dealt with by the captain or commanding officer of the ship or 
fleet ; and every officer who shall act as hereinabove directed, 
and consequently refiise to accept a challenge, will be deemed 
to have acted honourably, and to have evinced a requisite 
obedience, not only to this order, but also the pleasure of the 
Queen." 

Thus, to adopt as applicable to the regulations now in 
force in both services, the language employed by Sir 
Robert Peel in laying the above alterations in the 
Articles of War before the House of Commons — 

" As far as a decided expression of opinion from the highest 
authority could have that effect, the amended Articles will 
tend to remove any odium which might be presumed to attach 
to those, who doing that which is right by others, refuse to 
become in their own persons parties to a breach of the law of 
the land." 
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llie opposition to Duelling on the part of the autho- 
rities has happily not been left to rest its strength upon 
a mere expression of opinion, but has been followed by a 
firm administration of the amended Articles of War, in 
ike few instances which afterwards occurred of officers 
acting in violation of them. 

The following occurrence presents a satisfactory illus- 
tration of the practical working of the new Regulations 
in effecting an amicable settlement of disputes : — 

In the course of the year 1844, while tiie experimental 

squadron of brigs was cruising, Captain M wrote a 

letter to the builder of his vessel, the Danng, containing 
an account of her performance, and of her superiority 
over some of her competitors, and also some statements 
disparaging the Osprey. The shipbuilder, elated with 
the contents of this letter, published it in a Portsmouth 

newspaper, without asking Captain M 's consent. 

The commander of th6 Osprey, Captain P , irritated 

at the publication of these criticisms, began an angry 

correspondence with Captain M y and, after sevewd 

unpleasant letters had passed between them, sent one 
containing a direct insult. Captain M ■ , under 
these tr3ang circumstances, did not forget his duty as a 
Christian and an officer, even in the anxiety which so 
high-minded a man would naturally feel to keep his 
honour ftee from all reproach. Aft;er consulting with 
some friends he obeyed to the letter the instructions of 
the Admiralty : he wrote to the Admiral of the station 
demanding a Court of Inquiry to decide upon the dispute 
which had so unfortunately arisen between himself and 
his brother office. The Board of Admiralty immediately 
appointed a Court of Inquiry to sit at Devonport. It 
consisted of Captain Hope, of the Firebrand; Captain 
Maunet, of the Actdean ; and Captain Wilford, of the 
San Josef. The Court required the production of the 
correspondence, and examined into all the circumstances 
connected with it ; and then made an award, declaring 
the terms in which each of the parties should apologize 
for the offence they had severally given to the other. 
In obedience to that award they each signed a paper 
addressed to the President : one admitting his regret that 
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he should have originated any statement calculated to 
give pain to a brother officer on a subject so open to 
difference of opinion as the sailing qualities of different 
vessels : the other avowing his regret that he should 
have allowed the warmth of his feelings to lead him to 
the use of expressions which, on more mature considera- 
tion, he perceived had exceeded the amount of provoca- 
tion. The Court added an assurance, that the course it 
enjoined would leave the honour of both parties unsullied 
and unaspersed. 

By this simple and rational proceeding, a misunder- 
standing, arising from indiscretion on the one hand, and 
from irritation of feeling on the other, was prevented 
from resulting in a duel ; and satisfaction, real and com- 
plete, was given, instead of that so-called but false satis- 
faction which the code of honour would have yielded, 
accompanied, peradventure with the guilt of murder, and 
the irrecoverable loss of peace to the unhappy survivor. 

Nor must it be allowed to pass unnoticed, that while 
our own country was making such an advance in Chris- 
tian principle and civilization, on the subject of Duelling, 
the then Government of France was also engaged in the 
endeavour to emancipate that country from this remnant 
of a barbarous age. There, as here, the Minister of War 
ordered to be completed and put in force regulations for 
preventing duels in the army : there, as here, modes of 
reconciliation were prescribed, consistent alike with the 
character and feelings of a gentleman, for the settlement 
of disputes between officers ; and there, as here, in the 
event of a hostile meeting, the principals and seconds 
were to be brought before a court-martial. 

It were scarcely possible to conceive a more pointed 
and practical testimony to the vicious character of Duelling 
than was thus borne by the authorities in England 
and France, not to mention measures taken in several 
other countriei^ in Europe of a similar character, in pro- 
hibiting recourse to it in those classes of society where 
it had been practically regarded as a necessary part of 
discipline. 

Let the principles thus wisely enjoined be reflected 
upon and followed out in the mind, to their happy restdts 
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in preventing bloodshed and terminating disputes ; — ^and 
let these be contrasted with the evils involved in Duelling, 
and all its bitter fruits, and surely no one under the 
influence of philanthropic, not to say Christian, principles, 
will wish, by any act or expression of sentiment of his, 
to hinder the duel from falling into entire disuse. 

In order to present in a more forcible manner the 
contrast above suggested, the following instances, se- 
lected out of numerous others, are given as shewing the 
sentiments of those who have been implicated in the 
grievous sin of Duelling : — 

In the year 1783, Colonel Thomas, an officer in the 
Guards, feU dead in a duel. The following is an extract 
from his will made the night before : — 

*'Iii tiie first place I commit my soul to Almighty God, in 
hopes of his mercy and pardon for the irreligious step I now 
Cin compliance witn the unwarrantable customs of this wicked 
world) put myself under the necessity of taking." 

The following relates to a promising young officer in 
the Texan navy, who was shot in a duel at New 
Orleans, a few years since. The following paper was 
found upon his person after his death. 

** Thoughts before fighting a duel, — Can any one sit down and 
coolly and calinly think on death without a thrill vibrating 
every nerve ? To think that only a few, v«ry few, mcmients 
may elapse before his immortal soul will be winging its flight 
to worlds unknown, and knows not whether it wiU take its 
place amidst a bright throng of angels, ot drag its weary 
way to the dark and fiery abyss prepared for such as I ! 
My God I such thoughts are enough to rack the soul and 
make the stoutest nerves quail, to bring the haughty and 
proud to their knees, and, in humble penitence and suppli- 
cation, ask for forgiveness of the God who made them ! I 
am morally and religiously opposed to Duelling ! It does not 
prove that one is a gentleman or a brave man, neither does 
it give satisfaction for an insult ; for to receive an insult and 
a ball also is very poor satisfaction to a man of feeling and of 
honour. Almost any man can raise physical courage enough 
to fight a duel, but few, alas ! too few, are possessed of 
moral courage sufficient to stem the tide of publ^ scorn, and* 
walk erect through the myriads of hisses spit out by those 
who are too low in the scale of virtue and morality to respect 
it in any shape. I trust and pray that the pubuc will not 
condemn the course that I have pursued. There are situations, 
times, and occasions, when men must act with boldness and 
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firmness to command respect from those with whom thej are 
thrown. Into such an one I am thrown, and I sincerely 
trust that God will forgive me for the course that I have 
pursued. 

(Signed) FIELDING E. GULP." 

In the year 1838, a member of the American Legis- 
lature, having been engaged in a fatal duel, thus ex- 
pressed himself in reference to the transaction on the 
floor of the House of Representatives : — 

*' Public opinion (said he) is practically the paramount law of 
the land — every other law, both human and divine, ceases to 
be observed, yea, withers and perishes in contact with it. 
It was this paramount law of this nation, and of this House, 
that forced me, under the penaltv of dishonour, to subject 
myself to the code which compelled me, unwillingly, into this 
tragical affair. Upon the heads of this nation, and at the 
doors of this House, rests the blood with which my unfor- 
tunate hands have been stained." 

The circumstance of several years having now elapsed 
without a single duel having occurred on British soil* — 
and that, too, during a period when charges and re- 
criminations on political subjects, have been of no un- 
frequent occurrence — affords strong negative proof that 
the mind of the public generally accords with the spirit 
of the orders under which officers in the service are now 
placed; while the generally temperate tone and lan- 
guage in which such charges have been made and 
received, shew in the most satisfactory manner, that the 
diminished risk of being involved in personal conflict 
has not operated upon individuals, as some have alleged 
would be the case, to produce licentiousness of speech, 
of to the prejudice of manners, either in social inter- 
course or political conflict. 

Upon the occasion already referred to when Sir Henry 
Hardinge (now Lord Hardinge) communicated to the 
House of Commons her Majesty's wishes on the subject 
of Duelling, and the regulations which had been pre- 
scribed for the Army and Navy in accordance with 
them, he added : — 

♦ /Since this Report was in type, a paragraph has appeared in the Times 
Newspaper under the head of" An Unusual Occurrence," annowidng the fact 
that two individttals, whose names have not yet transpired, have disgraced them- 
selves and the country by fighting a duel on Wormwood ScnObs.— 

Times, December 1 1, 1849. 
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*' He trusted that when her Majesty's opinions, so unequivocally 
expressed, were published to the world at large, and officers 
were so desired firankly to give and accept apologies and 
explanations (as should be the course of every gentleman) 
on aU occasions of real or imagined insults and injuries, 
other classes in the community would foUow the example of 
the army in this respect, and that thus duelling would de- 
cline generally in the country," 

It is indeed devoutly and reasonably to be believed 
that these suggestions have not been, and will not be, 
without their effect among those who are not bound by 
the restrictions imposed by the Articles of War. None 
can any longer plead the constraining force of public 
opinion for the justification of an act which they will 
not venture to approve on the responsibility of their 
own judgment, or reconcile with their conscience. 
Neither can those who openly avow their disclaimer of 
the practice henceforth be suspected of unworthy mo- 
tives ; but, on the contrary, by so doing, and in carry- 
ing out the express wishes of their Sovereign and their 
still higher obligations to Almighty God, they will, 
so far as in them lay, relieve military men from any 
difficulties attaching to them in their intercourse with 
general society, in consequence of their being placed 
under restrictions respecting Duelling which do not affect 
other men. 

With a view of removing, as far as practicable, the 
difference in this respect between military men and 
civilians, and to afford the latter a means of redress in 
cases of real or supposed insult, for which the courts of 
law render no adequate remedy, the Committee of this 
Association felt the need for the adoption by the higher 
classes, of some recognised measure for the adjustment 
of matters of personal difference. In the absence of 
such, it is to be feared persons may still feel themselves 
constrained, however unwarrantably, to have recourse to 
duels where private endeavours have failed to effect a 
reconciliation, and no opportunity is afforded for bring^- 
ing matters to any other issue. 

After repeated considerations of the subject, and 
availing themselves of communication with influential 
persons, the Committee adopted the following : — 
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" HEADS OF PROPOSALS, 

FOR £STABLISHIN<} A STST£M OF ARBITRATION FOR 

THE AMICABLE ADJUSTMENT OF DIFFERENCES 

ON POINTS - OF HONOUR. 

" 1. That, in the opinion of this Meeting, it is desirable that 
facilities be afforded for referring differences on points of 
Honour to Arbitration, as an honourable means of amicable 
adjustment between gentlemen, and conformable to the 
practice recently introduced into the Army and Navy. 

" 11. That for this purpose it is desirable a certain number of 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of high character and station in 
society, should be ready to act as Stewards for determining 
such questions of difference as may be referred to them, and 
that the following be requested to undertake that office, viz. 

(List of Names.) 
and that ^ and 



be requested to act as their Honorary Secretaries. 

*' III. That the following be the general Regulations for carry- 
ing out the proposed measure :*-> 

*' I. That at all meetings of the Stewards three shall constitute 
a quorum, and such meetings shall, from time to time, ap- 
point a certain number of the Stewards, not being less than 
three, to decide upon each particular case of reference. 

" 2. That all references to be made to the Stewards shall oome 
through the friends of the parties in difference, after having 
themselves failed in effecting a reconciliation, and shall be 
accompanied by an engagement, that the principals will 
abide by the decision of the Stewards. 

" 3. That the Stewards shall have a discretionary power of de- 
clining to take up any matter referred to them. 

'' 4. That in cases of quarrel arising between persons at a dis- 
tance from London, or under, other special circumstances, 
the Stewards be at liberty, with the consent of the parties, 
to delegate the investigation of the case to two or more 
persons, whether of their own body or not, and either to 
adopt their Report as the ground of their own adjudication, 
wholly or under modification, or to pronounce an inde- 
pendent opinion of their own. 

** 5. That subject to any imderstanding to the contrary, the Stew- 
ards shall be empowered to publish or withhold the pub- 
lication of a Report of any matter referred to them, at 
their discretion. 
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** 6. That subject to the 3rd Begulation, all gentlemen shall be 
at liberty through their friends to refer matters of dispute 
on points of Honour to the Stewards. 

" 7. That the Mends of either party in diflterence, in case the 
other party or his friends shall decline to concur in a 
reference, shall be at liberty to lay a statement of the case 
of their principal before the Stewards, and the Stewards 
may, if tney think proper, make such statement public. 

'* 8. That the Stewards shall be at liberty to fill up vacancies, 
and to appoint additional Stewards, and they are requested, 
as far as circumstances will permit, to keep up their 
number at all times to not less than twenty-five. 

"9. That subject to the above Regulations, the Stewards be 
empowered, from time to time, to make rules for con- 
ducting their proceedings. 

"IV. That the above Resolutions and Regulations, with the 
names of the Stewards and Honorary Secretaries, be pub- 
Hshed." 

It will be observed that the foregoing proposal exacts 
nothing in the way of pledge respecting the practice of 
Duelling ; but simply aflSrms the principle, that an 
amicable adjustment of differences by arbitration, is 
consistent with the honour of gentlemen ; while it is 
intended to offer to the public the names of persons of 
the highest rank and reputation in society, who will be 
willing, and at all times ready if appealed to, to ar- 
bitrate between gentlemen at variance on points of 
honour, and to award such redress, in the way of apo- 
logy, as upon a calm and unbiassed judgment of all the 
circumstances may be called for, either by a regard for 
the injured rights or feelings of individuals, or for what 
is due to the interests of society at large. It remains to 
be seen whether this proposal or any other plan of a 
similar character, shall be adopted. 

It is highly gratifying, after recording the above dis- 
tressing incidents in America (where, unhappily, duels, 
attended by the most painful circumstances, have but too 
frequently occurred up to the present time), that the 
Committee are enabled to refer to the cheering prospect 
of a better state of things in that country, to which the 
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character and conduct of the present enlightened Pre- 
sid^tit give countenance. 

In the course of the last year, Captain the Honour- 
able Francis Maude^ R.N., at the request of the Com- 
mittee of this Association, addressed a letter to the 
excellent and venerable Bishop Chase of Illinois, with 
a view of opening a communication " with persons in 
America who would be likely and qualified to forward 
the objects of the Association. To this letter the fol- 
lowing rej^y was received : — 

" lUinois^ North America^ Jkiinlee CJoUege^ 
Jidy 22, 1848. 

" My Dear Sir,— Your fkvor of April the 7th did not reach 
me till yesterday. I bless God and take courage, for that He 
hath been pleased to unite so many hearts on Christian 
groimdfl, to oppose the murderous custom of duelling. This 
good work, I see, has begun where it should — in th"e higher 
ranks of society — in order to counteract so great an evil, and 
in the fear of God and in the exercise of Christian love. 

"That you should desire to communicate with other nations 
ought to command the grateful respect of all whom you 
address — and I tender you mine most cordially. To fulfil thb 
intent of your, noble * Association for the Discouragement of 
Dtielling,* I shall pursue the same path in which you have 
hitherto proceeded — that of unostentatious quietness. I am 
an humble individual, and as such can give but little efficacy 
to the cause ; yet, as an aged man, (73,) known to have 
always opposed duelling, there will be a consistency in my 
joining you with all my heart. 

** Accordingly, I shall put your letter, and this my answer to it, 
immediately in print, and send the same to all the most 
eminent laymen, officers of government, and of the armv and 
navy of the United States of America. I wish I coula send 
also the three little books which you sent tome, viz: Lst, 2nd, 
and 3rd * Report of the Association for the Discouragement ojf 
Duelling^ with the Eegulations and List of Members, ^c* But 
these, doubtless,* they can obtain with greater facility 
elsewhere. 

• ' With fervent prayers for a blessing on you, your good works, 
and all the members of your society, 

'* I am, very dear Sir, your obedient servant in the Lord, 
"Philander Chase, 
'* Capt. Hon. F. Maude, R.N." " Seniw Bishop," 
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The following ktter has since been received by Cap- 
tain Maude from the Bishop : — 

'' Jubilee CoUege, JEkuter Monday, 1849. 
" Vert dear Sir, — ^You doubtless ere this have learned that 
General Taylor, our newly elected, and already inaugurated » 
President of the United States of Araerioa, has, as Commander- f 
in-Chief of our Armies, forbidden the custom of Duelling. As 
this is in accordance with the benevolent object which your 
much-honoured Society have in view, and with the best 
feelings of all good men on both sides of the Atlantic, I 
cannot forbear the pleasure of mingling my thanks with yours 
to the good God, who * in our days ' hath brought to pass so 
auspicious an event : — an event so evidently intended to 
mollify the asperities of war, and thereby bless the human 
family. 

" That the example of your noble Society so unobtrusively pro- 
posed, and yet so weighty in the character of its members, had 
its effect on men of corresponding sentiments on this side of the 
waters, I have little doubt, so that when I heard of the mag- 
nanimous and benevolent stand which his Excellency, our 
^ brave and gallant President had taken on this important 
subject, my heart was penetrated with the most grateful 
emotions. 

"That President Taylor's orders will be carried into effect, 
accompanied as they are by such signal penalties, I have little 
doubt. And when this is accomplished in the Armj' and Navy 
of one country, those of another, and of yours in particular, 
now 80 happily disposed to friendly reciprocities, cannot be 
regarded as indifferent to so benevolent a design. 

** One thing that seems to insure suceess is, this noble design 
bc^s as it should do, at the head of society, whence all 
customs of this nature emanate. Correct the fountain and 
soon the streams will be pure also. Let those high in rank in 
both countries set their faces against Duelling, and Duelling 
will soon be no more the disgrace of mankind. The names of 
all your loved Society — those of your committee especially— 
and above all, such as have contributed to the advancement of 
religion and learning in the Diocese of Illinois, now so fast filling 
up with the emigrants from England, are remembered by me 
every day in my prayer, * Bless, O Lord, we beseech thee, the 
. benefactors to this Institution. Let thy Holy Spirit ever be 
with them ; grant that they may continue tmne for ever, and 
daily incre^ise in thy Holy Spirit more and more, until they 
come to thine everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.' And all the family say * Amen.' 

" So praying, and alway, I am, honoured Sir, 
" Your faithful friend and obedient servant, 

** "Putt, a iff T^tt Tt f^ q a ov 

" Capt Hon. F. Maude, R.N." ** Bithop of lilinois:' 
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The zealous efforts of Bishop Chase have led to the 
following communication from Mr. Jay, of the State of 
New York, to whom a prize was sometime since awarded 
for his Essay against Duelling : — 

" Bedford, West Chester Cownty, State of New York, 
''Ajpril, 1849. 

"Sir,— Having accidentally seen your letter to the Right Ber. 
Bishop Chase, I take the liberty of forwarding to your 
address an Essay on Duelling, written by me some years 
since. 

" As you intimate a desire to know the names of some laymen 
in the United States with whom your Association can com- 
municate, suffer me to say that I shall be happy to- receive the 
reports of your Association, and to have it in my power in any. 
degree to promote its benevolent and Christian object. 

" I have the honor to be. Sir, your obedient servant, 

" Capt. Hon. F. Maude. RN." " William Jay." 

In pursuance of the opportunity thus afforded them, it 
is the intention of the Committee to forward to America 
one thousand copies of the present Report. 

At the instance of the Committee, Rear- Admiral the 
Lord Wm. Fitz Roy kindly undertook to obtain informa- 
tion from the American Government as to the exact nature 
of the prohibitions against Duelling in that country, re- 
. ferred to in the second letter of Bishop Chase. With that 
view his Lordship wrote a letter of enquiry to Mr. 
Bancroft, the late highly-respected Minister of the United 
States, in this country, which was forwarded to the au- 
thorities at Washington, by whom the following docu- 
ments have been most obligingly forwarded in reply to 
Lord Wm. Fitz Roy :— 

*• War Department, Adjutant' OeneraTs Office, Washington* 
**June Uth, 1849. 

*' Sib, — On the subject of the note of Lord William Ktzroy to 
the American Minister at London, transmitted to you, and by 
you referred to this Office, with instructions to furnish the 
information desired by Lord William, I have the honor to 
report — 

*' That no recent orders have been issued by the President of the 
United States to the Army on the subject of Duelling, that 
subject being covered by the Rules and Articles for the 

government of the Armies of the United States established by 
ong^ess in 1806, and continued in force to this time. 
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** The Articles on this head are as follows : 

* Article 24. No officer or soldier shall use any reproachfal 
or provoking speeches or gestures to another, upon pain, if 
an officer, of being put in arrest ; if a soldier ; confined, and 
of asking pardon of the party offended, in the presence of 
his commanding officer. 

' Article 25. No officer or soldier shall send a challenge to 
another officer or soldier, to fight a duel, or accept a chal- 
lenge, if sent, upon pain, if a comihissioned officer, of being 
cashiered ; if a non-commissioned officer, or soldier, of 
suffering corporeal punishment, at the discretion of a Court 
Martial. 

' Article 26. If any commissioned or non-commissioned offi- 
cer, commanding a guard, shall knowingly or willingly sufier 
any person whatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, he shall 
be punished as a challenger ; and all seconds, promoters, 
and carriers of challenges, in order to duels, shall be deemed 
principals, and be punished accordingly. And it shall be 
the duty of every officer commanding an army, regiment, 
company, post, or detachment, who is knowing to a chal- 
lenge being given, or accepted by any officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, or solder, under his command, or has 
reason to believe the same to be the case, immediately to 
arrest and bring to trial such offenders. 

' Article 28. Any officer or soldier who shall upbraid another 
for refusing a challenge, shall himself be punished as a 
challenger ; and all officers and soldiers are hereby dis- 
charged from any disgrace, or opinion of disadvantage, 
which might arise from their having refused to accept of 
challenges, as they will only have acted in obedience to the 
laws, and done their duty as good soldiers who subject 
themselves to discipline.* 

" It has not been necessary, by regulations from the War 
Department, to add anything to the laws here cited. 

" It may be proper to state further, on the subject of penalties, 
that by subsequent laws, corporeal punishment by stripes or 
lashes is abolished in the army, except for desertion. 

" I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
" Your obedient servant, 
• " Hon. G. W. Crawford, "R Jones, 

** Secretary at War, Washington." " Adj. Gen., U. S. A." 

**2iote, — ^I respectfully present, for transmittal to Mr. Bancroft, 
a copy of Army Regulations, which as they contain our 
Articles of War, may be acceptable to Lord William Fitzroy. 

' '« R. Jones, A.G." 
D 

^ le 
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The following is a letter, accompanying a transcript of 
the above Regulations : — 

** War Department^ Wathington, 
"June nth, 1849. 

** The undersigned begs leave to state to Mr. Bancroft, Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, &c., for the infor- 
mation of Lord William Fitzroy, that, on a recent occasion, 
when two midshipmen applied to be restored to their commis- 
sions and rank in the Navy, but who had been dismissed from 
the service for fighting a duel, the President remarked that he 
could not comply, even though bis entire Cabinet disagreed 
with him ; that he was opposed to duelling, and whilst in 
command of the Army be had used his influence and authority 
to suppress this illegal and barbarous practice. 

"Geo. W. Ckawford, Secretary of War." 

Thus has the voice of authority and example come, 
though tartly, in aid of the calls of religion, reason, 
and humanity, demanding the entire abolition and disuse 
of the monstrous sin of Duelling. What, it may be 
asked, can be urged in its defence to resist this conclu- 
sion ? That credit cannot bt claimed for it on account 
of its origin, is obvious from the fact of its having been 
unknown among the most polished nations of antiquity, 
and from the rudeness of the period that gave it 
birth among the modern nations of Europe ; and 
whilst the single combat of the middle ages had 
this plea in its favor, that it was looked upon, how- 
ever unwarrantably, as an appeal to the judgment of 
God, and a means whereby " He would show the right," 
the modern duellist would be the last to claim for the 
duel a sanction from the presence of the Divine Being 
on the scene of conflict, or to invoke His disposal of the 
issue. 

As a test of truth, or as a protection to character, the 
duel wants the essential adaptation of a means to the 
end. It proves nothing more than that each party has 
sufficient physical courage to meet his adversary in the 
field, but not moral fortitude enough to encounter the re- 
proach of acting according to his conscience. It is an 
ordeal from which the guilty and innocent come out un- 
distinguished from each other. It leaves facts and 
characters where it found them ; and therefore, the more 
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grave the cause, the greater the absurdity of submitting 
it to so undecisive an ordeal ; while the awful conse- 
quences for time and eternity involved in it, whether the 
cause be more or less serious, render a description of 
its wickedness beyond the power of lemguage. 

Regarded' as a penal code, the inconsistency of duelling 
as a system, is manifested by its awarding the same lot 
to the greatest and the least offence : as a measure for 
the redress of wrongs, it is rendered utterly indefensible 
by its placing the man who has inflicted an injury on 
another, upon an equal footings— life against life — with the 
sufferer. And while it professes to offer satisfaction for an 
injury, to the man who dares refuse the proffered boon, it 
transfers the stigma of the wrong in aggravation of it ; at 
the same time that it leaves the real offender to pursue, 
with accumulated responsibility, his sanctioned course of 
evil, and to enjoy with unrestricted licence the rights of so- 
cial intercourse. Of the value of that satisfaction, when con- 
summated by the death of either party, let him give an 
account by whose hand a brother's blood has been shed, — 
a soiil sent unprepared, and in the contemplation of 
double murder, to meet its Eternal Judge ! Or, let the 
bereaved widow, daughter, or sister of the man who has 
fallen in the attempt to vindicate her character, proclaim 
the merits of that system which, as if in mockery of her 
wrong, has exacted the life of her best earthly friend, 
under the hollow pretence of affording her redress ! 

It may be said, that the evils of Duelling, in relation 
to society, are not without some admixture of good. That 
the so-called laws of honor have operated, in some measure, 
as a corrective of evils, far less indeed than their own, may 
peihaps, be admitted. But it cannot be doubted, that 
by usurping an exclusive jurisdiction over a certain class 
of offences, real or imaginary, the duel has excluded the 
operation of other means which would more effectually 
have accomplished all, and more than all its ends. It 
intercepts all appeal to laws, human or divine, and su- 
persedes the exercise of common sense, and every light 
feeling which would dictate the candid acknowledgment 
of error and the tender of honorable amends ; but were 
it once wholly removed, these would regain their proper 
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influence, and society would soon resume, or create pro- 
per remedies for the protection of its true interests. 
The opprobrious epithets which have been too often em- 
ployed to provoke a duel, would no more escape the 
Hps or pen of a gentleman : and society, no longer de- 
pendent upon individual championship for the vindication 
of its rules, and relieved from a fake standard of qualifi- 
cation for admission within its pale, would be free to 
mark with its censure the real oifender against order and 
decorum. The man who consults no other feelings than 
his own, despoiled of the power of trampling upon the 
feelings and rights of others, would find no immunity in 
a shew of felse courage, from the contempt he deserves. 

No man in his senses would have devised the scheme 
of duelling as a fit method for the redress of wrongs, or 
the maintenance of courtesy ; and few, if any, would 
be foimd to have recourse to it, except imder the influ- 
ence of pubhc opinion, and the fear of incurring the 
stigma of public censure. It is really this apprehension, 
itself nothing else than cowardice, and not a belief that 
the act of fighting a duel confers the slightest " satis- 
faction," which gives to the practice the degree of efficacy 
it may have possessed in maintaining order : and hence 
it is imreasonable to suppose that an incentive which 
operates so powerfully as to drive a man to an ax;t more 
characteristic of a madman than of a rational being, 
would not induce him to conform himself to the rules of 
society whose displeasure he so much deprecates, if those 
rules were based on rational ajad Christian principles. It is 
a contradiction in terms to assert that a practice so fraught 
with absurdity, so barbarous in its origin, nature, and 
effects, is necessary to a refined state of society ; and it is 
not less an impeachment of the Divine government by 
which himian institutions are sustained, to suppose that 
God should have ordained such an agency for its well- 
being and support ; let duelling once become a matter of 
history only, and it will excite astonishment that it was 
ever tolerated under the guise of a means of good. 

The infiuence and example of a single individual of 
rank and character, rightly exercised, goes some way 
towards tihe abatenient of the evil in question. And it 
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has been already manifested in the experience of this 
Association how much may be done (in dependance on 
the Divine Blessing) by combined eiforts however simple 
and unostentatious. And it is to be hoped that such efforts 
will not be relaxed, but on the contrary, that they will 
be adopted and carried out in other countries as well as 
this, imtil the time shall arrive, when it shall be acknow- 
ledged that to forgive an injury is more noble than 
to resent it, and when to send or accept a challenge 
shall be deemed as inconsistent with the character 
of a gentleman, as to withhold or refuse one, has 
been in time past. Then will it be found that in this, 
as in every other respect, but in none more manifestly 
than in this, obedience to the plain commands of God, is 
coincident with the best interests of the community at 
large, and of its individual members. 

" Whoso despiseth the word shall be destroyed ; but he that 
feareth the Commandment shall be rewarded." — Prov. xiii., 13. 
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APPENDIX. 



Form of Memorial presented to Her Majesty y by the 
Association, see page 8 of this Report, 

" TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXC5ELLENT MAJESTY. 



" Wb, Your Majesty's most loyal and devoted subjects, Mem- 
bers of an Association formed on the 12th February, 1842, for 
the Discouragement of Duelling, having witnessed witii feelings 
of the deepest regret that the cnme of duelling is still sanction^ 
by custom, though alike condemned by reason, by religion, and 
the laws of the land, beg leave most respectiully to apj^roach 
Your Majesty in the humble, yet earnest hope, that tms un- 
christian practice which Your Majesty's goodness cannot fail to 
deplore, may be visited witli the marked expression of Your 
Majesty's displeasure. 

** It is needless for us to dwell on the inconveniences which 
must ensue if individuals should be allowed to lay down a law for 
themselves, and to right their own wrongs. And it is auite aa 
needless to point out to Your Majesty what ii^ury is done to 
reafion and justice, to charity and religion, as long as the world 
is induced to believe that the acceptance of a challenge is a mark 
of honor, while the refiisal to engage in an imhaUowed quarrel 
is deemed ignominious, or an act of cowardice. 

" Bepugnant, however, as such notions must be to all laws, 
human and divine, we cannot but observe that they are still 
defended, and even approved of by the usages of society, as if it 
could be honorable to do what is unlawful — as if it were reason- 
able to adjust the differences between man and man by making 
it an even chance whether the innocent or guilty should suffer — 
or as if it were manly (independently of higher motives) for any 
one to peril for a blow, or perhaps for a word, the eternal salva- 
tion of his adversary as well as lus own. 

" We are constrained to believe, and confess it with shame, 
that nothing will so far tend to restrain an evil hitherto un- 
checked by the fear of God and the ordinances of man, as the 
voice of public opinion, led by example and influenced by autho- 
rity, to assume a better and more exalted tone. And to this end, 
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we implore Your Majesty to make known Your royal will by 
denouncing a custom which is barbarous in its origin, unjust in 
its principles, sinful in its nature, and disastrous in its con- 
sequences. 

" If such an intimation were to emanate from Your Majesty, to 
whom we all look up as to the fountain of honor, and the pro- 
videntially constituted guardian of public morals, we confidently 
believe that as men of honor and members of a Christian com- 
munity, Your Majesty's subjects would rejoice in obeying it. 

" We would submit to Your Majesty whether there ever was a 
time when such an expression on the part of Your Majesty would 
meet with more general concurrence. The character of the 
Army and Navy for personal courage never stood higher than it 
does at the present moment, and as it was nowise derived from 
duelling, it is not dependent on duelling for its continuance. If 
the high-minded members of those gallant professions were en- 
joined by Your Majesty to refrain from sanctioning an evil 
custom which good men hate and wise men despise, we are con- 
vinced that others would emulate an example so nobly set, and 
the crime of duelling would be a thing unknown except in 
history ; the laws of the land would be upheld and obeyed, the 
precepts of religion would be observed and reverenced, and from 
that time forward, in the estimation of the world, as well as in 
reality, there would be much more honor in forgiving an injury 
than there has been hitherto in avenging an insult. 

** We, therefore, most humbly pray Your Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to take this, our Memorial, 
into Your Majesty's royal consideration. 
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The Individuals whose names are printed in italics have 
died since they joined the Association. 
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Sir Tray ton F. Eliot Drake, Bart. 
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Sir Gilbert King, Bart. 
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Sir John Eennaway, Bart. 

Sir Morgan G. Crofton, Bart. 

Sir Andrew Agnew, Bart, 

Sir Joseph de Courcy L'Affan, Bart. 

Sir Matthew Blakiston, Bart. 

Sir John Heron Maxwell, Bart., Lieut., B.N. 

Sir Henry Dryden, Bart. 

Sir Francis Goodriche, Bart. 

Sir David Brewster. 

Admiral Sir Davidge Gould, G.C.B. 

Admiral Douglas. 

Admiral Sir Thomas Williams, K.C.B. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Jahleel Brenton, K.C.B, 

Vice- Admiral Sir George Scott, K.C.B. 

Admiral Oliver. 

Vice-Admiral Sir George Mundy, K.C.B. 

Admiral Sir Francis Austen, K.C.B. 

Vice-Admiral Garrett. 

Vic^-Admiral McKinley. 

Vice- Admiral Hawker 

Bear' Admiral Sir James Hillyer, K.C.B. 
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Rear- Admiral Sir Henry Hart, K.C.H. 
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Rear-Admiral Edward Hoare 

Bear-Admiral William Bowen Mends. 

General Sir James Bathurst, K.C.B. 

General Ramsay. 
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General Sir Peregrine Maitland, K.C.B. 

General Sir Ralph Darling. 

General Orde. 

Lieut. -General Sir John Buchan, K.C.B. 

Lieut.- General Wardlaw. 

Lieut.-General Burrowes. 
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Major-General Marshall. 
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Major-General Stewart. 

Major-General Munro. 

Major-General W. S. Whish, C.B., E.I.C.S. 
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Major-General J. Welsh. 

Idajor-General R. Whish, E.I.C.S. 

Major-General Sir Patrick Ros8, G.C.M.G., K.C.H. (late 75th) 
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Major-General Oliver, R.A. 
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W. A. Garratt, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

James Graham, Esq. 

John Ross Grant, Esq. 

Thomas Henry Graham, Esq. 

Daniel Gumey, Esq., J. P. 

Malcolm Goldsmith, Esq. 

John Henry Goldie, Esq., M.C.S. 

Edward Gifford, Esq. 

John Goldie, Esq. 

E. M. Gawne, Esq. 
Richard Goodlad, Esq. 
John Hardy, Esq. 
Thomas Hankey, Esq. 
W. Huddlestone, Esq. 

A. Haldane, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Christopher W. Hullett, Esq., J.P. 

W. Henry Hawker, Esq., J.P 

T. P. L. Hallett, Esq. Barrister-at-Law 

Fenton Hort, Esq. 

A. Young Howison, Esq., MJ). 

F. T. Hill, Esq. 

Thomas Alers Hankey, Esq. 
Joseph John Haddon, Esq. 
Noel Hoare, Esq. 
John Ghimey Hoare, Esq., J.P. 
John Hammond, Esq. 
James Hoskins, Esq. 
Henry Hayne, Esq. • 
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T. Hagger, Esq., 8th M. Light Cavalry. 

Horace Hall, Esq. 

W. W. Jones, Esq. 

Richard James, Esq. 

— ; — '■ Jones, Esq. 

A. H. JoTirdan, Esq. 

Heniy Jephson, Esq., M.D. 

Henry Emgsoote, ^q. 

Thomas Emgscote, rsq, 

John Labouchere, Esq. 

William Long, Esq. 

Hedworth Lambton, Esq. 

H. Le Strange Styleman Le Strange, Esq. 

Felix Ladbroke, Esq. 

Richard Lane, Esq. 

W. Leach, Esq. 

Edward J. Lloyd, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Edward Leathes, Esq., J.P. 

Nicholas B. Lash, Esq. 

Ralph Leycester, Esq. 

Heniy Leycester, Esq. 

Oswald Mosley, Esq. 

J. W. Moreton, Esq. 

Wigram Money, Em. 

F. A. MacGeachy, Esq. 

C. Knight Murray, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Marcus Martin, Esq., Barrister-at-Law 

Samuel Merriman, Esq., M.D. 

John M*Clmtock, Esq., J.P. 

William Malton, Esq. 

Robert McCullock, Esq. 

William Middleton, Esq. 

William Gongreve MacLean, Esq. 

James Cosmo Melville, Esq., Secretary to the H.KLC. 

William Mackenzie, Esq. Assistant-Surgeon, M.A. 

Benry lUid NiehoU, -%., D. C,L. 

John Brant Nicolson, Esq., M.D. and M.C. 

David Nisbett, Esq. 

W. W. Meyers, Esq. 

G. S. Meyers, Esq. 
Harry Nisbett, Esq. 

Harris Prendergast, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Mark Pringle, Esq., J.P. 

J. Paul, Esq. 

Henry Prichard, Esq. 

Thomas Prickett, Esq. 

Henry Pi^ou, Esq. 

Charles Pmney, Esq. 

George Prime, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
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Henry Pownall, Esq., J.P., Chairman of the Middlesex Ma 

C. W. Parker, iSsq., 69th Regiment. 
Dr. Porter, RN. 

I. J. Purvis, Esq. 

Benjamin Rotch,E8q.,Barrister-at-Law, J. P. 

D. Ricardo, Esq. 

J. S. Reynolds, Esq. 

D. Rogers, Esq., M.D. 

Greorge Ruddle, Esq., late 63rd Regiment 
Loftus Robinson, Esq., R.N. 

Richardson, Esq. M.D. 

J. S. Ross, Esq., 36th M.N.L 

William Rashleigh, Esq, 

Jonathan Rashleigh, Esq. 

G. K. Richards, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Dr. Ryan, M.D. 

J. G. Ravenshaw, Esq. 

W. H. Reeves, Esq., Bombay C.S. 

E. V. Sidebottom, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
J. Stinton, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, J.P. 
Joseph Stammers, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Christopher Webb Smith, Esq. 

G. J. P. Smith, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Henry Stalman, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 
Henry Sheppard Esq. 

F. H. Sheppard, Esq. 
J. B. Sheppard, Esq. 
James M. Strachan, .Esq. 

G. W. Scheniman, Esq. 

A. Shewan, Esq., Surgeon 6th M. Light Cavalry. 

Sir J. A. F. Simpkinson, Esq., Q. C. 

Wm. Stuart, Esq. 

J. S. Shaw, Esq., late R.A. 

J. H. F. Spencer, Esq., M.D. 

Benjamin Shaw, Esq. 

H. S. Thornton, Esq. 

J. L. Thomas, Esq. 

Mitchel Thomson, Esq. R.N. 

J. G. Tumbull, Esq. 

L. H. J. Tonna, Esq. 

R. E. A. Townsend, Esq. 

Wilbraham Taylor, Esq. 

Charles Tyrell, Esq., Jun. 

Bridges Taylor, Esq. 

C. Timmins, Esq. 

J. M. Taylor, Esq., 9th M.N.I. 

J. G. Touch, Esq., 26th M.N.I. 

James Duncan Thompson, Esq., J.P. 
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C. E. Frazer Tytler, Eeq., H.E.I.C. 

H. V. Tebba, Esq. 

Loftus Wigram, Esq. Q.C. 

Charles \^pole, Esq. 

J. R. Wheatley, Esq. 

W. H. Walters, Esq. 

Thomas West, Esq. 

Joseph Wilson, Esq. 

H. H. White, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

A. Washington, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

M. Walters, Esq., Baxrister-at-Law. 

J. E. Walters, Esq. 

T. B. Winter, Esq. 

Joshua Williams, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

Joseph Webb, Esq. 

Morgan Yeabman^ Esq.j J.P. 
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ACCOUNT. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 

RECEIVED SINCE T^B THIBD BEPOBT. 

£ a. d. 

1846 Oswald Moeeley, Esq 10 

Major Straith 10 

Lieutenant Cook, R.N 10 

Captain Molesworth, R.M 6 

Major Davis 026 

Captain Robinson, R.A 6 

Captain A. O. Molesworth 6 6 

C. G. Thornton, Esq 10 

Lieut-Colonel Stuart 10 

J. G. Ravenshaw, Esq. 10 

Morgan Yeatman, Esq 10 

J. C. Colquhon, Esq., M.P ' 10 

Captain Trotter '0 10 

1847 Lord Teignmouth 10 

Sit Henry Fletcher 100 

1848 George Finch, Esq 2 

Lord Robert Grosvenor 2 

LordLifFord 100 

General Macinnes 10 

General Latter 10 

Captain F. Vernon Harcourt, R.N. ... 10 

Hon. Captain F. Maude, R.N 10 

Hon. W. Cowner, M.P 10 

Hon. Arthur fcnnaird 10 

J. Walbanke Childers, Esq., M.P. ... 10 

E. V. Sidebottom, Esq 10 

J. Hoskins, Esq., Gosport 10 

Henry Hayne, Esq., Clifton ..... 100 

John Duffmore, Esq 10 

Mrs. Hoatins (by General Orde) .... 10 

R. Dalzell, Esq 060 

1849. 

July 13, Lord Rayleigh 100 

14, Rear-Adnural E. W. Hoare 10 

General Sir Ralph Darling 10 

Admiral R. D. Oliver 2 

Lord Midleton 200 

Hon. Arthur Kirmaird • 10 

Carried forward £2d 13 
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£. «. d. 

Brouffht forward . . 29 13 

18, Admiral Sir F. Austin 5 

Lord Harrowby 100 

J. P. Plum^tre, Esq. M.P 2 

Lord Kiimaird 100 

W. Money, Esq 100 

Robert Bird, Esq 110 

Captain F. Litchfield 5 

Captain F. Robertson 5 

LordLifford 100 

Sir Geo. H. Rose 100 

19, Marquis of Westminster 10 

Sir John Webb, K.H 10 

21, Philip Pusey, Esq., M.P 5 

28, Lord Robert Grosvenor 2 

24, Colonel Anderson 100 

J. Buchan, Esq 100 

J. Trotter, Esq 10 

Sir B. Parry 10 

Sir W. Farquhar, Bart 10 

Aug. 7f Captain Aylmer 5 

J. Farish, Esq 100 

E. Stevenson, Esq 10 

J. Gumey Hoare, Esq 10 

J. E. Walters, Esq 10 

J. W. Farrer, Esq 2 

J. Dugmore, Esq. 10 

J. M. Strachan, Esq 10 

Major-General Mac Innes 10 

Captain Hon. F. Maude 10 



63 19 



DISBUBSEMENTS. 

Balance due from Association on 

lastAccountjless 5s. overcharged 18 12 3 
Postage, &c 10 4 4 



28 16 



£35 2 5 



Estimated Expense of Printing 
3,000 Copies of 4th Repert, and 
of Circulating them at home and 
abroad 5000 

Deficient .... 14 17 7 



J. Wodderspoon, Printer, 16 and 17, Portugal Street, Lincoln's Inn. 
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